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A Note From The Editor 

Off To A Good (Re)Start 

By Alex 

 

Who would have thought? It is about a month since the last issue of the Zine was 

uploaded to the main Counter-Factual.Net site (CF.NET, colloquially), and here I am, 

looking at the nearly completed Issue 4. 

 

Once again I am extremely proud to present the works of CF.NETôs members in the 

realms of both Alternate History and Fiction. The ongoing fiction serialization of Tales of 

the Superpower Empire has yet another chapter, and Chris was kind enough to offer a 

rewrite of his ñSecond Chanceò novel as a Courier exclusive. The Reviews section has 

been significantly expanded for this issue, now featuring a variety of book reviews. 

Finally, the Editorial section actually provides three points of view on a topic of social 

and political interest ï one in support, one in opposition, and one ñin betweenò. 

 

Please note that all opinions expressed in the Issue are those of the authors of the 

articles, and may not represent the views of CF.NET, the Courier, or their staff. 

 

I would like to extend my utmost gratitude to all who have participated in this issue: 

 

Big Tex 

bobc 

boynamedsue 

Bruno 

Chris 

Chris Oakley 

gtrof 

Hashasheen 

Hendryk (for permitting the reprint of stories of Superpower Empire universe) 

Jasen777 

Psychomeltdown (for the Issue cover artwork) 

 

But most of all, I would like to thank you, the reader, for taking time to read through the 

stories contained herein. As always, enjoy, and feel free to drop by Counter-

Factual.Netôs discussion forum, where additional and often exclusive content is posted. 

 

Alex 

Editor of Counter-Factual Courier and Administrator of Counter-Factual.Net 

April 4, 2010  
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Synopses of Featured Content 

Alternate History 

1st and Goal ï the timeline follows a different start-up of American Football League 

(AFL), and trials and tribulations of the Philadelphia Ramblers, a team that did not exist 

in our timeline. The first part of the timeline was published in Issue #3 of this publication. 

The Dream That Changed The World ï an evangelical dream leads XIIth century 

European missionaries to sub-Saharan Africa, where they manage to convert the 

kingdom of the Kongo to Christianity, prompting the birth of a Christian African empire. 

GLA Timeline ï a reimagining of the universe of Command & Conquer: Generals 

game, dealing not only with the Global Liberation Army, but also with China, USA, and 

the world at large in much detail. 

Chaos: The Presidential Election of 1996 ï the US Presidential Election of 1996 goes 

awry at the entry of Colin Powell as a viable third-party candidate. 

Fiction 

Second Change ï the United Kingdom of 2020 is transported by unknown means to 

the year of 1940, just as the second World War is getting underway. However, it is not 

as easy for the British as it soundsé This is a new rewrite of the novel, provided 

exclusively for Zine serialization by the author. 

Tales Of The Superpower Empire: Fear And Loathing In Shanghai ï a story set in 

Hendrykôs Superpower Empire timeline, ñFear And Loathingò is a take on what Hunter 

S. Thompson would have written if he ended up not in our own Las Vegas, but in 

Superpower Empireôs Shanghai. The results must be read to be believed.  
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1st and Goal (continued from Issue #3)       Alternate History 

By Chris Oakley 

 

January 12th, 1965--Ernie Davis is granted an indefinite medical leave of absence by 

the Ramblers and begins undergoing treatment at Temple University Hospital for acute 

monocytic leukemia. 

 

March 3rd, 1965--TV star Danny Thomas, a minority shareholder in the Miami 

Barracudas since the team was first established, recruits Minneapolis attorney Joseph 

Robbie to help him open negotiations to acquire a controlling stake in the franchise. 

Thomas feels the Barracudas are just one or two players away from becoming AFL title 

contenders and believes the best chance to make that happen is for him to expand his 

investment in the team. 

 

May 23rd, 1965--The final phase of construction at Drexel Field gets underway. 

 

August 13th, 1965--Auburn alumnus and 1964 Ramblers AFL fifth-round draft pick 

Jimmy Sidle reports for the first day of training camp; intended to fill the running back 

slot in the Philadelphia lineup which would normally be occupied by Ernie Davis, Sidle 

will play well enough in his debut season to be a major contender for AFL Rookie Of 

The Year honors but will see his offensive production taper off the following year and 

eventually be released by the Ramblers prior to the 1968 AFL season. 

 

September 11th, 1965--The Ramblersô three-year Opening Day win streak is snapped 

with a 24-17 home loss against the San Diego Chargers. 

 

September 18th, 1965--Philadelphiaôs 1965 AFL season record drops to 0-2 with a 41-6 

defeat at Shibe Park against the Boston Patriots. 

 

September 24th, 1965--In their first road game of the 1965 AFL season, the Ramblers 

lose 30-21 to the New York Jets at Shea Stadium. 

 

October 3rd, 1965--The Ramblers pick up their first win of the 1965 AFL season, 

defeating the Bills 19-7 in Buffalo. 

 

October 10th, 1965--Philadelphia improves their 1965 AFL season record to 2-3 with a 

27-24 home win against the Denver Broncos. 

 

October 17th, 1965--The Ramblers drop to 2-4 with a 23-20 loss to the Boston Patriots 

at Fenway Park. The Philadelphia sports media begins calling for Dick Nesbitt to step 
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down as Ramblers head coach. 

 

October 24th, 1965--The Ramblers pick up their third win of the 1965 AFL season with a 

16-13 victory over the Buffalo Bills at Shibe Park. 

 

October 31st, 1965--The Ramblers even up their ô65 season record with a 31-27 home 

win against the Oakland Raiders. 

 

November 7th, 1965--The Ramblers drop to 4-5 with a heartbreaking 40-34 overtime 

loss to the Miami Barracudas at the Orange Bowl. 

 

November 14th, 1965--The Ramblers fall to 4-6 and start to fade out of postseason 

contention with a 21-14 loss to the Kansas City Chiefs at Arrowhead Stadium.  

 

November 21st, 1965--Philadelphia notches their fifth win of the 1965 AFL season, 

beating the Jets 27-14 at Shibe Park. 

 

November 28th, 1965--In the last-ever AFL game held at Shibe Park, the Ramblers 

defeat the Barracudas 21-10 for their sixth win of the ô65 season. 

 

December 4th, 1965--The Ramblers improve to 7-6 with a 41-38 win over the San 

Diego Chargers at Shibe Park. Unfortunately the win comes too late to salvage their 

playoff hopes; the next day the Bills defeat the Miami Barracudas 20-17 to clinch the 

AFL East division championship. 

 

December 12th, 1965--The Ramblers conclude a somewhat disappointing ô65 AFL 

season with a nail-biting 7-6 victory over the Raiders in Oakland, finishing the season at 

8-6. 

 

January 1st, 1966--The Ramblers officially begin relocating to the just-completed Drexel 

Field; the new stadium will be christened with a special exhibition game in late August 

between the Ramblers and the Eagles, the first time that Philadelphiaôs two pro football 

franchises have ever met head-to-head. 

 

February 8th, 1966--Ernie ñThe Expressò Davis dies of acute monocytic leukemia at the 

age of 26; in tribute to his memory the Ramblers will establish a student-athlete 

scholarship fund bearing his name, retire his uniform number, and erect a plaque with 

his likeness at the entrance to Drexel Field. 

 

February 12th, 1966--Thousands of Rambler fans line Philadelphiaôs streets to pay their 
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last respects to Ernie ñThe Expressò Davis as his funeral procession travels to his 

former hometown of New Salem, Pennsylvania, where the 2-time AFL Most Valuable 

Player award-winner will be laid to rest. 

 

March 15th, 1966--The AFL formally approves a deal between Danny Thomas and his 

partners in the Miami Barracudas franchise that makes Thomas the new Barracudas 

principal owner. 

 

June 8th, 1966--The AFLôs executive committee votes to award expansion teams to 

New Orleans and Cincinnati for the 1967 season; the New Orleans franchise will be 

known as the Saints in a nod to the cityôs French Catholic heritage, and Cincinnatiôs club 

will be called the Bengals after a defunct pro franchise that operated in the Cincinnati 

area during the 1940s. 

 

July 5th, 1966--The Barracudas hold their first preseason training camp under new head 

coach and former Detroit skipper George Wilson; Wilson, chief architect of the Lionsô 

successful 1957 NFL title run, was one of Miamiôs first major hires after Danny Thomas 

became the Barracudasô new principal owner. 

 

August 24th, 1966--The Ramblers open Drexel Field with an interleague exhibition 

game against the Eagles; the Eagles win 34-27 on a 56-yard interception return TD. 

Although the two teams will face each other six more times in exhibition games prior to 

the 1970 AFL-NFL merger, fans of the Ramblers and the Eagles will have to wait till 

1973 for the two franchises to square off in a regular season contest. 

 

September 2nd, 1966--For the second consecutive year the Ramblers lose on Opening 

Day; in fact, the defeat is the worst Philadelphia has endured so far in the six years 

since it joined the AFL, as they get blown out 44-0 by the Kansas City Chiefs at Shibe 

Park to start the 1966 AFL season. 

 

September 9th, 1966--A 17-10 home loss to the Boston Patriots drops the Ramblers to 

0-2 for the ô66 AFL season. 

 

September 18th, 1966--The Ramblers drop to 0-3 with a 21-13 loss to the Raiders at 

Oakland Coliseum. 

 

September 25th, 1966--Philadelphia finally breaks into the win column with a 14-7 home 

victory against the New York Jets; however, with the Ramblers in last place in the AFL 

East divisional standings their chances of making the playoffs are slim to none. 
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October 2nd, 1966--The Ramblersô 1966 AFL season record drops to 1-4 with a 24-17 

home loss against the Miami Barracudas. 

 

October 8th, 1966--Philadelphia earns their second win of the ô66 season with a 21-3 

drubbing of the Buffalo Bills at Shibe Park. However, the victory may have come too late 

to save Dale Hackbartôs job, as the Ramblers quarterback is now the subject of 

persistent rumors that he may soon be benched or even traded.... 

 

October 10th, 1966--The Ramblers front office issues a terse statement denying reports 

published in the Philadelphia Daily News the previous day suggesting the team is 

getting ready to replace head coach Dick Nesbitt as they face a second consecutive 

year of missing the AFL postseason. 

 

October 16th, 1966--The Ramblers drop to 2-5 for the ô66 AFL season as they get 

hammered by the San Diego Chargers 31-17 at Balboa Park. Dale Hackbart gets 

sacked three times by the Chargers defense and coughs up three interceptions; 

convinced that Hackbartôs best days are behind him, the Ramblersô GM makes the 

decision to pull the trigger on a trade that would send the six-year veteran to Houston in 

return for the Oilersô third-string QB and a second-round pick in the 1967 AFL expansion 

draft. 

 

October 20th, 1966--Dale Hackbart is traded to the Houston Oilers, ending his six-year 

association with the Ramblers. Fan reaction to the news of the trade is mixed; while 

some Rambler fans protest the decision many other fans, fed up with what they view as 

his inability to get the team over the hump in its quest for postseason glory, are glad to 

be rid of him. The 1964 AFL East division title notwithstanding, the general consensus 

in Philly is that Hackbartôs tenure as Ramblers starting QB has been a failure. And his 

favorite target, receiver Tommy Mason, may soon follow him to the trading block as 

Mason is having his worst season to date since turning pro. 

 

October 23rd, 1966--In their first game with new starting quarterback and Stanford 

University alumnus Dick Norman, the Ramblers make a valiant effort but wind up losing 

in overtime to the Houston Oilers 16-10 at Rice Stadium, dropping Philadelphia to 2-6 

for the ô66 AFL and casting serious doubt on whether Dick Nesbitt will return as 

Ramblers head coach for the 1967 AFL season. 

 

October 30th, 1966--The Ramblers sink to 2-7 with a 31-28 loss against the Jets at 

Shea Stadium. 
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November 6th, 1966--Dick Norman earns his first career AFL victory as the Ramblers 

beat the Oakland Raiders 20-14 at Drexel Field. 

 

November 13th, 1966--The Ramblers drop to 3-8 with a 34-7 thrashing by the Miami 

Barracudas at the Orange Bowl. 

 

November 20th, 1966--Philadelphia blows a 14-3 halftime lead against the Boston 

Patriots at Fenway Park and ends up losing to the Pats 27-14; the morning after the 

game the Ramblersô general manager gets in a heated argument with head coach Dick 

Nesbitt about Nesbittôs play-calling in the Pats game and threatens to fire him. 

 

November 23rd, 1966--The Ramblers announce that Tommy Mason will be benched for 

their final two games of the 1966 AFL season; Mason will later be claimed by the New 

Orleans Saints in the 1967 AFL expansion draft and finish his pro football career with 

the Atlanta Falcons in the early ó70s.  

 

November 27th, 1966--The Ramblers beat the Houston Oilers 17-6 at Drexel Field for 

their fourth win of the 1966 AFL season; Dale Hackbart, playing in his first game at 

Philly since he was traded to Houston, comes in to substitute for regular Oilers QB 

George Blanda midway through the third quarter and throws an interception on his 

second pass attempt. 

 

December 4th, 1966--The Ramblers eke out a 6-0 road win against the Buffalo Bills at 

War Memorial Stadium to finish the 1966 AFL season at 5-9. By now the Philadelphia 

sporting press is crucifying Dick Nesbitt on an almost daily basis and the national sports 

media is ripe with speculation about who will replace him as head coach. Some of the 

possible successors mentioned include Ramblers offensive coordinator and former 

Chicago Bears tight end Jim Dooley; Baltimore Colts head coach Don Shula; and a then 

little-known NCAA assistant coach, the San Diego State Aztecsô John Madden. There 

are even rumors the franchise may bring back Cecil Isbellða rumor that Isbell, 

embittered by the circumstances of his dismissal five years earlier, is quick to refute. 

 

March 14th, 1967--Tommy Mason is claimed by the New Orleans Saints in the 1967 

AFL expansion draft; the Ramblers, capitalizing on the extra draft pick they gained from 

Houston in the Dale Hackbart trade, select Weber Stateôs Ron McCall to give their 

offensive line some added punch. 

 

March 26th, 1967--Jim Dooley is officially introduced as the Ramblersô new head coach. 
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September 3rd, 1967-- The Ramblers open their second season at Drexel Field with a 

17-point shutout of the New Orleans Saints in the Saintsô franchise regular season 

debut. Philadelphia clinches the shutout with an interception of an Archie Manning pass 

intended for Tommy Mason with 1:38 left in the fourth quarter.  

 

September 10th, 1967--The Ramblers drop to 1-1 on the ô67 AFL season with a 7-6 loss 

against the New York Jets at Shea Stadium. 

 

September 17th, 1967--The Ramblers beat the Boston Patriots 21-14 at Fenway Park 

for their second win of the 1967 season. 

 

September 24th, 1967--The Ramblers improve their 1967 record to 3-1 with a 24-10 

home win over the Buffalo Bills. 

 

October 1st, 1967--Seeking to pull into a first-place tie with the defending AFL East 

division champion Miami Barracudas, the Ramblers instead drop to 3-2 as Miami stages 

a dramatic fourth quarter comeback to beat Philadelphia 27-20 at Drexel Field. 

 

October 7th, 1967--The Ramblers fall to 3-3 with a 16-13 loss to the Houston Oilers at 

Drexel Field. Dale Hackbart, making what turns out to be his final appearance in a 

Houston uniform, is forced to leave the game early in the fourth quarter with a separated 

shoulder. 

 

October 15th, 1967--In one of the biggest upsets to happen in either the AFL or the NFL 

during the ô67 football season, the Cincinnati Bengals shock the Ramblers by tying the 

score late in the fourth quarter and hitting a field goal in overtime to win 13-10 in the two 

teamsô first-ever head-to-head matchup. The OT victory breaks a six-game Bengals 

losing streak and drops Philadelphia to 3-4, further reducing the Ramblersô already slim 

chances of making AFL the playoffs. 

 

October 22nd, 1967--The Ramblers finally halt their three-game skid with a 28-14 win 

over the San Diego Chargers at Balboa Park. 

 

October 29th, 1967--The Ramblers drop to 4-5 with a 14-7 defeat by the Raiders at 

Oakland Coliseum. 

 

November 5th, 1967--Philadelphia racks up their fifth win of the 1967 AFL season with a 

13-point shutout of the Boston Patriots at Drexel Field. 

 

November 12th, 1967--A last-second field goal gives the Ramblers a 19-17 win over the 
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Bills at War Memorial Stadium in Buffalo. 

 

November 23rd--The Ramblers drop to 6-6 with a 27-20 loss to the Miami Barracudas at 

the Orange Bowl; the defeat mathematically eliminates Philadelphia from playoff 

contention. 

 

December 9th, 1967--The Ramblers improve their ô67 season record to 7-6 with a 17-14 

home win against the Chargers. 

 

December 16th, 1967--In a matchup nicknamed ñthe Snowball Gameò by Philadelphia 

sportswriters because irate Ramblers fans start tossing snowballs at the opposing 

bench during the third quarter, the Ramblers fall 28-21 to the New York Jets at Drexel 

Field to finish the ô67 AFL season at 7-7; Philly almost forfeits the game because of the 

snowball incident. Philadelphia police make at least five arrests for disturbing the peace 

and disorderly conduct in connection with the snowball melee. 

 

August 17th, 1968--Unable to fully recover from his shoulder injury despite major 

surgery and months of intensive rehab therapy, Oilers quarterback Dale Hackbart 

retires from playing pro football. The retirement decision soon sparks rumors that 

Hackbart might be rehired by the Ramblers to work in their front office or join the 

coaching staff at Temple University. Hackbart himself is mum about his future plans, 

saying only that heôs ñweighing all possible optionsò. 

 

September 8th, 1968--The Ramblers open their 1968 season with a heartbreaking 14-

10 home loss to the Miami Barracudas; Philadelphiaôs last chance to win goes by the 

boards when a Dick Norman pass intended for wide receiver Howard Twilley is 

intercepted by Miami right tackle Norm Evans. 

 

September 15th, 1968--The Ramblers notch their first win of the 1968 AFL season, 

beating the Cincinnati Bengals at Drexel Field 21-14. 

 

September 22nd, 1968--The Ramblers drop to 1-2 with a nail-biting 31-28 defeat by the 

Bills at War Memorial Stadium in Buffalo. 

 

September 28th, 1968--The Ramblers pick up their second win of the 1968 season, 

scoring 21 unanswered first half points en route to a 24-9 drubbing of the Oakland 

Raiders at Drexel Field. 

 

October 5th, 1968--The Ramblers improve to 3-2 on the ô68 season with a 17-3 

pounding of the New York Jets at Drexel Field. 
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October 13th, 1968--The Ramblers crush the San Diego Chargers 21-7 at Balboa Park 

for their fourth win of the 1968 AFL season. However, the win comes at a very steep 

price; late in the third quarter Dick Norman breaks his ankle, forcing Philly to bring in 

backup QB and former Oilers third-stringer Buddy Humphrey to finish the game. 

 

October 20th, 1968--The Ramblersô playoff hopes take a serious hit when they lose 24-

21 in overtime to the New Orleans Saints at Tulane Stadium. Former Rambler star 

Tommy Mason catches a 55-yard pass from Archie Manning to set up the game-

winning field goal for the Saints. 

 

October 27th, 1968--The Ramblers get their fifth win of the 1968 AFL season, beating 

the Houston Oilers 28-14 at Rice Stadium. 

 

November 3rd, 1968--The Ramblers demolish the Boston Patriots 34-3 at Drexel Field 

to improve their 1968 season record to 6-3. With the Jets only one game in back of 

Philadelphia in the AFL East standings, many sportswriters are predicting the division 

title may be decided by a postseason game between New York and Philadelphia. 

 

November 10th, 1968--The Ramblers improve their record to 7-3 with a nail-biting 16-13 

home win over the Buffalo Bills; a fumble recovery by the Philadelphia defense with just 

twenty seconds to go in regulation sets up the game-winning field goal. 

 

November 17th, 1968--The Ramblers rack up their eighth win of the ô68 season with a 

10-6 road win against the New York Jets at Shea Stadium. 

 

November 28th, 1968--A 37-10 Ramblers home loss against the Denver Broncos and a 

24-17 Jets win over the Bengals in Cincinnati allows New York to tie Philadelphia for 

first place in the AFL East standings. 

 

December 7th, 1968--The Ramblers improve their ô68 record to 9-4 with a 27-0 blowout 

of the Miami Barracudas at the Orange Bowl; Barracudas head coach George Wilson 

files a protest with the AFL commissionerôs office the next day accusing Philadelphiaôs 

defense of cheap hits on Miamiôs quarterback during the second half. 

 

December 14th, 1968--The Ramblers beat the Kansas City Chiefs 17-13 at Drexel Field 

to finish the 1968 AFL season at 10-4, setting up a divisional playoff battle against the 

Jets to decide the AFL East division championship. 
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December 22nd, 1968--In their final postseason appearance before the AFL-NFL 

merger, the Philadelphia Ramblers lose to the New York Jets in overtime 23-17 at Shea 

Stadium; although both teams had finished the regular season with identical records, 

New York was granted home field advantage after winning a coin toss the day after the 

ô68 AFL regular season ended. A 44-yard TD run by Jets tight end Pete Lammons 

clinches the OT victory for New York. 

 

The playoff loss at Shea prompts Ramblers ownership to begin pushing for a new 

system to decide home field advantage in postseason games between teams who have 

the same regular season records; it also touches off the beginning of a storm of criticism 

in the Philly sporting press towards Ramblers head coach Jim Dooley. At least one 

Philadelphia sportswriter even goes so far as to start a petition drive calling for Dooley 

to be replaced before the start of the 1969 season. 

 

February 13th, 1969--The Ramblers sign head coach Jim Dooley to a contract 

extension through the 1970 season. 

 

June 7th, 1969--Drexel Field hosts the largest crowd it has so far seen in its three-year 

history for a non-football sports event as 81,274 spectators gather for a World Wrestling 

Federation card; in the main event then-WWF world champion Bruno Sammartino wins 

a best-two-of three falls bout to retain the title. 

 

August 14th, 1969--In their final exhibition matchup before the AFL-NFL merger, the 

Ramblers and Eagles battle to a 13-13 tie at Franklin Field. 

 

August 17th, 1969--Tommy Mason is cut by the New Orleans Saints, ending his AFL 

career; Mason will sign as a free agent with the NFLôs Atlanta Falconôs two weeks later. 

 

September 14th, 1969--The Ramblers open their 1969 season with a 7-0 loss to the 

San Diego Chargers at Drexel Field. 

 

September 21st, 1969--The Ramblers fall to 0-2 with a 14-7 home defeat against the 

Boston Patriots. 

 

September 28th, 1969--In their first road game of the 1969 season, the Ramblers fall to 

the New York Jets 27-19 at Shea Stadium for their third consecutive loss of the year.  

 

October 4th, 1969--The Ramblers drop to 0-4 with a 17-6 loss against the Miami 

Barracudas at the Orange Bowl. For Philadelphia fans, who just a year earlier had seen 

their team come within a touchdown of reaching the Super Bowl, this latest defeat is an 
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unbearable humiliation. Indeed, to say this team is struggling would be a major 

understatement: Ramblers QB Dick Norman and his backup Buddy Humphrey are 

barely even speaking to each other anymore, Jim Dooley's assistant coaches are 

arguing over everything from draft choices to what brand of mustard to put on the hot 

dogs at the Drexel Field concession stands, and the team's negotiations with Philly's 

NBC-TV affiliate KYW for a new local broadcast contract are on the brink of collapse. 

 

October 11th, 1969--The Ramblers battle the Oakland Raiders to a 13-13 tie at Drexel 

Field in a game where both teamsô offenses are greatly hampered by rain in the second 

half. 

 

October 18th, 1969--The Ramblers finally earn their first win of the 1969 football 

season, beating the New Orleans Saints 7-3 at Drexel Field. 

 

October 20th, 1969--After frantic 11th-hour negotiations between Ramblers executives 

and KYW-TV, the team finally agrees to a new local broadcast contract with the NBC 

affiliate. 

 

October 26th, 1969--The Ramblers drop to 1-5-1 on the ô69 season with a 41-6 loss to 

the Kansas City Chiefs at Drexel Field. 

 

November 2nd, 1969--The Ramblers endure their sixth loss of the ô69 season, getting 

hammered by the Boston Patriots 27-7 at Fenway Park. 

 

November 9th, 1969--The Ramblers drop to 1-6-1 with a 38-14 thrashing at the hands 

of the New York Jets at Drexel Field. Just hours after the game is over, the team fires its 

defensive coordinator, the beginning of a top-to-bottom housecleaning that will span the 

rest of the regular season and much of the off-season and eventually cost head coach 

Jim Dooley his job. 

 

November 16th, 1969--The Ramblers are tagged with their seventh loss of the year, 

falling 7-0 to the Bills at War Memorial Stadium in Buffalo. 

 

November 23rd, 1969--The Ramblers are officially eliminated from the playoff hunt with 

a 9-3 loss to the Miami Barracudas at the Orange Bowl. Ironically, the kicker who scores 

all three of the óCudasô field goals is a former second-round Philadelphia draft pick who 

chose instead to sign with Miami after an unpleasant encounter with a Ramblers front-

office executive who was drunk at the time and made some quite disparaging 

comments about the kickerôs sexual orientation. (Said executive is later fired as part of 

the Ramblersô housecleaning.) 
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November 30th, 1969--The Ramblers improve their 1969 season record to 2-9-1 with a 

10-7 home win over the Denver Broncos. Unfortunately for Philadelphia, the win comes 

at a high price as two of their defensive linemen are put out of action for the final two 

games of the regular season with back injuries. 

 

December 6th, 1969--Following a humiliating 24-0 thrashing by the Houston Oilers at 

Rice Stadium, the Ramblers fire their quarterbacks coach. 

 

December 13th, 1969--The Ramblers, riddled with internal dissension and mired in a 

slump exceeding even their horrible 5-9 campaign of 1966, finish their 1969 season with 

a 31-7 pounding at the hands of the Cincinnati Bengals at Riverfront Stadium.  The next 

day, three Ramblers assistant GMs are fired as the teamôs housecleaning kicks into 

high gear. 

 

January 15th, 1970--Ramblers head coach Jim Dooley is summoned to his general 

managerôs office to discuss the status of his contract. Less than ten minutes after the 

meeting starts, it degenerates into an orgy of finger-pointing and personal attacks, and 

barely 90 minutes after his arrival Dooley storms out of the GMôs office in a fit of rage. 

 

January 23rd, 1970--In a terse press release, the Ramblers announce that they have 

reached a mutual agreement with Jim Dooley to terminate Dooleyôs contract; the press 

release also confirms the team is in negotiations with former quarterback Dale 

Hackbart, who has spent most of the past two years working as a TV color analyst for 

NBC on its football broadcasts, to return Hackbart to Philadelphia as an assistant 

coach. 

 

January 28th, 1970--In their first major player trade since the AFL-NFL merger, the 

Ramblers sent their center and their first-string punt returner to the Detroit Lions in 

exchange for middle linebacker Mike Lucci and the Lionsô first pick in the 1971 NFL 

draft. 

 

February 8th, 1970--Former San Francisco 49ers head coach Frankie Albert is named 

to succeed Jim Dooley as head coach of the Ramblers. 

 

September 18th, 1970--The Ramblersô first post-merger regular season gets off to a 

rocky start as they suffer a 14-7 loss to the Atlanta Falcons at Drexel Field in Frankie 

Albertôs Philadelphia debut. 

 

September 27th, 1970--The Ramblers fall to 0-2 with a 33-14 pounding by the New 
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England(formerly Boston) Patriots at Sullivan Stadium in Foxboro, Mass.  

 

October 4th, 1970--In their first regular season road game since the AFL-NFL merger, 

the Ramblers are handed their third straight defeat, getting hammered by the New York 

Giants 21-3 at Yankee Stadium. 

 

October 11th, 1970--The Ramblers drop to 0-4 with a 17-10 loss to the New York Jets 

at Shea Stadium. 

 

October 18th, 1970--Frankie Albert finally snags his first win as Ramblers head coach 

as Philadelphia beats the Miami Barracudas 13-3 at Drexel Field. However, with the 

Ramblers at the bottom of the AFC East standings and new starting quarterback Buddy 

Humphrey having trouble adjusting to Frankie Albertôs offensive schemes, the 

Ramblersô hopes of returning to the postseason are at best on life support. 

 

October 26th, 1970--The Ramblersô last hopes of staying in playoff contention are 

dashed with a 27-10 loss to the New Orleans Saints at Tulane Stadium. The next day, a 

Philadelphia Inquirer sports columnist prints an article which is a blistering attack on 

Frankie Albertôs coaching acumen; an outraged Albert promptly phones the paper and 

unleashes a profanity-laced tirade against the columnist in question. 

 

November 1st, 1970--The Ramblers improve their 1970 NFL season record to 2-5 with 

a 31-24 win over the San Francisco 49ers at Candlestick Park. 

 

November 8th, 1970--The Ramblers battle the San Diego Chargers to a 21-21 tie at 

Jack Murphy Stadium. 

 

November 15th, 1970--The Ramblers drop to 2-6-1 with a 41-17 blowout loss to the 

Detroit Lions at Drexel Field. One of the few bright spots for Philadelphia on this day is 

the outstanding play of former Lion Mike Lucci, who records three tackles and two 

interceptions. 

 

November 23rd, 1970--The Ramblers defeat the Baltimore Colts at Memorial Stadium 

20-14 in overtime to improve their 1970 season record to 3-6-1. 

 

November 29th, 1970--The Ramblers beat the New York Jets 37-9 at Drexel Field for 

their fourth win of the ô70 NFL season. 

 

December 6th, 1970--The Ramblers drop to 4-7-1 with a 16-14 home loss to the Buffalo 

Bills. 
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December 13th, 1970--The Ramblers get back on track with a 10-6 victory over the 

Minnesota Vikings in Minneapolis. 

 

December 20th, 1970--The Ramblers close out a disappointing 1970 NFL season with a 

24-17 win against the Cowboys in Dallas. 

 

January 23rd, 1971--Former Philadelphia starting QB Dick Norman, who in an ironic 

role reversal has spent most of the 1970 season as Buddy Humphreyôs backup man, is 

given his unconditional release by the Ramblers; that same day Tommy Mason 

announces he will retire from pro football when his contract with the Atlanta Falcons 

expires at the end of the 1971 NFL season. 

 

March 7th, 1971--Drexel Field seeds the largest crowd for a non-sports event in its five-

year history as well-known evangelical minister Billy Graham holds a four-day revival 

meeting at the stadium. 

 

September 10th, 1971--With just over four days left before the Ramblersô 1971 regular 

season opener, tragedy strikes the team when its offensive coordinator dies in a car 

crash while driving home from a late-night meeting of the coaching staff. Right after the 

crash team morale takes a major hit, and some players even want to postpone the 

game or cancel it altogether; however, most of the Ramblers roster is in favor of going 

ahead with the season opener as scheduled, both as a way to cope with the grief of the 

car crash and as a memorial to the late coordinator. 

 

September 19th, 1971--The Ramblers open their 1971 NFL season with an emotionally 

charged 16-7 win over the Green Bay Packers at Lambeau Field. 

 

September 26th, 1971--In their first home game of the 1971 season, the Ramblers get 

clobbered 34-10 by the Pittsburgh Steelers. Philadelphia starting quarterback Buddy 

Humphrey throws three interceptions in the second half, an ominous early warning sign 

of the downward spiral in which the team is about to find itself. 

 

October 3rd, 1971--The Ramblers blow a 20-7 second quarter lead against the New 

England Patriots at Sullivan Stadium and end up losing 35-28, causing many Rambler 

fans to question the wisdom of releasing former QB Dick Norman. 

 

October 10th, 1971--The Ramblers lose their third straight game of the ô71 NFL season, 

getting beaten by the Los Angeles Rams 14-10 at Drexel Field. 
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October 17th, 1971--The Ramblers blow at 10-7 third quarter lead against the Chicago 

Bears and end up losing 21-13 to drop to 1-4 on the ô71 season. 

 

October 24th, 1971--The Ramblers fall to 1-5 after a 31-7 beating by the Washington 

Redskins at RFK Stadium. 

 

October 31st, 1971--The Ramblers finally snap their five-game losing streak with a 28-

21 victory against the New York Jets at Shea Stadium. 

 

November 7th, 1971--The Ramblers improve their ô71 record to 3-5 with a 17-13 win 

against the Cincinnati Bengals at Drexel Field. 

 

November 14th, 1971--The Ramblers drop to 3-6 after a 28-17 home loss against the 

St. Louis Cardinals. 

 

November 21st, 1971--The San Diego Chargers crush the Ramblers 37-7 at Jack 

Murphy Stadium to drop Philadelphia to 3-7. 

 

November 28th, 1971--The Ramblers fall to 3-8 on the ô71 season with a 16-0 home 

loss against the Miami Barracudas. 

 

December 5th, 1971--The New England Patriots beat the Ramblers 21-7 at Drexel Field 

to sink Philadelphia to 3-9. 

 

December 12th, 1971--The Ramblers fall to 3-10 with a 9-0 loss to the Denver Broncos 

at Mile High Stadium in a game where high winds and heavy snow wreak havoc on 

Philadelphiaôs offense. 

 

December 19th, 1971--The Ramblers get beaten by the New Orleans Saints 14-3 in the 

two teamsô first-ever face-to-face meeting at the Louisiana Superdome to end the 1971 

NFL season at 3-11. By now it is virtually a given that Frankie Albert will be canned; the 

only mystery is how many other people will be following him on his way out the door. 

 

December 27th, 1971--Ramblers head coach Frankie Albert and three of his top 

assistants are sacked in what Philadelphia sportswriters dub the ñMonday Morning 

Massacreò. Quarterbacks coach Dale Hackbart, one of the few bright lights on the Philly 

coaching staff during their disastrous 1971 season, is named the teamôs new offensive 

coordinator. 

 

January 23rd, 1972--Former Cleveland Browns head coach and Baltimore Colts 
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assistant coach Charley Winner is named to succeed Frankie Albert as the new head 

coach of the Philadelphia Ramblers. 

 

April 30th, 1972--The North American Soccer League announces it will award an 

expansion team to Philadelphia for the 1973 NASL season; the new club, to be known 

as the Philadelphia Groovers, will be based at Drexel Field.  
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The Dream That Changed The World        Alternate History 

By Big Tex 

 

Chapter 1 
Merely a Dream 

 
In 1164 forty German monks and ten sailors boarded a transport in Genoa and departed 
across the Mediterranean on the most unlikely voyage of its day. The bustling medieval 
port was surely abuzz that day because these monks were not off to some mission in 
the Holy Land or Iberia; they were destined for AfricaéWest Africa.  
 
The unlikely trip was the end result of a series of unlikely events. The leader of the 
monks, St. Charles of Africa, started all of the events one fateful night at St. Medard 
Abbey in 1157 with a dream. St. Charles saw himself in a jungle surrounded by blacks 
speaking a language unfamiliar to him. However they were all taking communion and 
worshipping at the cross. St. Charles, who had never seen or heard of jungles or 
Africans before made inquires to his fellow scholar monks in the Soissons area. None 
had any knowledge of what had transpired in Charlesô dream. 
 
In the summer of 1160 a terrible storm struck Soissons and the monks were holed up in 
the Abbey for days. One day, through the storm, three other monks came to the door 
requesting shelter from the storms. The three monks from the County of Diez were 
making their way to meet Louis VII, King of France.  
 
During their stay, St. Charles finally got his answer. One of the monks, whose name has 
now been lost to history, had transcribed some parchment from Roman days speaking 
about black slaves from the jungles of Africa. It was at this moment that Charles 
decided his dream was a divine message and it was his duty from God to go to this 
ñAfricaò and make his dream a reality.  
 
While no one is sure if the monks from Diez made it to meet Louis VII, it is known that 
St. Charles left St. Medard Abbey for Rome shortly after. Walking the roads from 
Soissons to Rome took Charles through Reims, Alsace, Lorraine, Diessenhoffen, the 
Alps, Milan, Florence, and finally Rome. Along the way Charles recruited roughly 40 
monks to make his journey with him, the men who would later be known as the 
Congregation of Africa.  
 
When the Congregation reached Old St. Peters Basilica, their popularity and mission 
was widespread. Motivated solely by faith and knowing full well they would likely never 
see Europe again; Alexander III was practically forced to authorize their mission and 
finance their voyage. The newly elected Pope had little say in response to the massive 
popularity of the faith and common folk driven congregation.  
 
It is also true that Alexander III was a great advocate of missionary work and spiritual 
expansion of the church. While the Congregation was away Pope Alexander would 
prove to be a great patron of the church in the far northeast around the Baltic.  
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Most of 1160 was spent preparing and organizing, including purchasing some pricey 
charts and maps from Muslim Berbers active in the cross-Saharan trade. A trip of such 
proportions had never been done before. While ships ventured out beyond the Pillars of 
Hercules, they almost exclusively went north towards the British Isles or the Baltic, and 
even then such ventures were only a few hundred years old. Those that went south only 
made it as far as Chellah the strategic starting point for the Almohadôs attacks against 
Spain. Anything further south was either desert or worthless fishing villages.  
 
In addition to the practical, there was the spiritual side of the trip. On the slim chance 
Charles and the African Congregation did make it to Africa, what then? No one in 
Christendom had experience in African languages and customs. There was no structure 
for the church in Africa. While the questions of language, travel, customs, and such 
were left either unanswered or to the experts, Pope Alexander did ordain Charles as a 
Bishop of the church. While no ñDiocese of Africaò was established, Charlesô titular 
status was enough for his duties (if he ever got the chance to fulfill them) in the newly 
created Prefecture Apostolic of Africa.  
 
By late 1163 though, everything was ready for the African congregationôs fateful voyage.  

 

Chapter 2 
Enter the Caribella 

 
It is no secret that the Middle Ages were not kind to European ship design. The sudden 
drop in trade, the lack of financers for navies, Viking and pirate raids, all drove most 
Europeans away from the water. Those ships that did exist were largely similar to those 
from antiquity, oar powered galleys perhaps with a simple sail. The Venetians, 
Genoans, and Byzantines were all sea powers of the time, but none had good long 
distant ships. Only the hardy Vikings in their longboats made trips of any consequence 
when it came to European exploration of the time. That is until 1160 when the popularity 
and demands of St. Charles of Africaôs mission necessitated investment in a long 
distant ship by the Catholic Church.  
 
St. Charlesô divine mission called for transportation that could get him and his monks to 
West Africa, practically uncharted waters at the time. Until then, oceanic shipping was 
largely confined to the immediate coast ranging from Morocco to the Baltic. The only 
true ocean going vessels were those unlucky ships blown off course by storms. No one 
had rounded the deserted Mauritanian coast in many years, if at all.  
 
Because St. Charlesô mission called for something unprecedented, an unprecedented 
amount of money and time was put into creating a ship worthy of the voyage. Pope 
Alexander III commissioned some of the finest shipwrights in Christendom to create a 
vessel worthy of the mission.  
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Alexander III's Papacy was notable for the start of the African Congregation 

 
The vessel they came up with was a ship based partly on the barque designs of the 
ancient Egyptians and the qaribôs of the Algavarian Muslims of the time. While it had 
oars, the ship was revolutionary for the time. It employed two Lateen Sails, a square 
rigged mainmast, its deck sloped down gently, and it sported an aftcastle in the back. It 
also had a revolutionary invention that came via the combination of ideas from across 
Europe during the assemblage of shipwrights. The vessel brought the idea of the 
sternpost from the northern European ships and combined it with a pintle and gudgeon 
stern-mounted rudder. The debate between shipwrights over whether to give the ship 
two lateen Sails or two square rigs was intense, and the lateen Sails were determined 
largely because of the windward needs of the ship sailing towards Africa. In fact the 
debate was so intense that it continued between shipwrights long after the monks had 
left port; inadvertently creating a frenzy of hybrid ship designs that would be so crucial 
to the new direction of Europe in the next centuries.  
 
The ship being constructed however quickly became the largest known ship in Europe 
at 100 tons. Its ability to carry large stores of supplies and transport 50 crew was central 
to the needs of the monks, more so than speed, and perhaps even accuracy. The goal 
was not comfort or time; it was to reach their destination with the monks and crew intact.  
 
The result was a ship called ñAdeoae Africaeò, Latin for ñso far to Africaò, and the first 
Caribella in history. The Caribella, an Italian corruption of the Muslim qarib, was a 
mammoth undertaking and investment by the church. It is arguably the most important 
scientific endeavor in history and its legacy is known worldwide.  
 
Not only would the ship push European ship design decades into the future, it would 
change African history, change world history, and change the political game in Europe 
irrevocably. Shipwrights from as far as the Baltic were involved in the design of the 
vessel, and its production crept its way to the corners of Europe from that point on. 
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While the Caribella design had much room for improvement, it brought the Lateen sail to 
Northern Europe, the square rig back to the Mediterranean, and disseminated 
numerous ideas across the continent. 
 
Many French and Italian nobles jumped on the fad of shipbuilding. Traders and 
merchants became all the rage and considerable investment was put into new ship 
designs and technologies. The most prominent among these was the introduction of the 
compass to Europe by Alexander Neckam in the 1180ôs. Through this renewed 
European interest in the seas Venice, Genoa, and the Byzantines were joined by the 
Hanseatic League, France, Holy Roman Navy, and the Papal Fleet. The naval history of 
1200ôs Europe is a stark contrast to that of previous centuries and truly amazing 
considering the technological and investment jump created by one little boat.  

 
A Genoese Caribella sketched around 1210 

 
In the immediate moment however, Venice and Genoa now had the blueprints for a 
massive technological naval jump. Venice, battling the Byzantinesô rebuilding efforts 
under Manuel I Komnenos, had the strongest fleet in the Mediterranean and the 
addition of several Caribellas only aided its powerful fleet. The battle of the 
Mediterranean in the late 12th century was characterized by constant battles between 
Venetians, Sicilians, Byzantines, and Arabs against the backdrop of the crusades.  
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Chapter 3 
The Land Where Dreams are Made 

 
In 1164 the African Congregation met in Genoa and boarded the completed Caribella 
and blessed it. Setting its revolutionary design but also using the oars, the monks 
departed the harbor destined for the Atlantic. Rowing to prayers, psalms, and scripture 
they somehow cleared the still dangerous Mediterranean and Moroccan coast. They 
took in some final supplies at a small isolated (and surprised) fishing village before 
departing for the desolate Mauritanian coast.  
 
Along the coast of Mauritania they finally ran into trouble as a storm nearly blew the ship 
off course and into the certain death of the Atlantic Ocean. Nevertheless it did send four 
monks and a sailor overboard, lowering the congregation to 45. In mid 1164 the vessel 
began encountering the jungles of West Africa, similar to those St. Charles had seen in 
his dream. The monks sighted people in August and put ashore. Relations were 
amicable at first, ironically lasting the same time as the communication barrier did. The 
natives (later found out to be the Akan peoples of Bono) were amused by the strange 
whites and the quirky ideology of drinking small amounts of wine and bread, reading 
constantly from the same book, and chanting. The monks were glad to finally have fresh 
supplies and St. Charles was beside himself that he was actually in the land of his 
dream seven long years ago.  

 
Raphael Bernadino's "The Storm and the Light", 1513, depicts the dangerous journey of 

the African Congregation. 
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However when the communication barrier began to break down, so did relations. The 

Akan werenôt Muslim but they traded extensively with Berber and Hausa traders, both of 

which were Muslim. When the Berber and Hausa discovered Christian monks were 

living amongst them, trade was refused. Some violent threats were even made. Further 

damaging relations was the almost bullying of some of the natives by some of the 

monks. The long years of waiting for this moment drove them to a state of fanatical zeal. 

The Akan simply couldnôt convert fast enough and this was intolerable for the less 

patient monks.  

 

By November the situation had worsened. One day a monk was attempting to force a 

group of Akan to be baptized. The monk grabbed a child and the childôs father did what 

any angry parent would do when their child is threatened; he punched him in the face. 

The monk was beaten, taken back to his fellow monks and a tense situation followed. 

The chief of the Akan asked St. Charles to leave. Charles was reluctant but noticing just 

how outnumbered he was and how angry the Akan were he was forced to concede. 

 

The monks boarded the ship again and continued east, disheartened but not broken. 

They continued along the sea until the land began to bend south and they again 

encountered people, the Baka. The short Baka people were a similar story to the Akan 

and this time St. Charles wanted to ensure his monks own tactics did not result in 

disaster again. Stressing patience, the monks landed and made contact. Again things 

went well but the Baka were a very old tribe and their traditions were deeply ingrained. 

Just because a few white men came from around the world didnôt mean they had to 

convert. 

 

The monks lived with the Baka until 1166. In the time they were with them only about 20 

Baka had converted the Catholicism. Frustrated, Charles decided to gamble on a third 

move. His gamble was not without merit though. In that same year several Kongo 

traders had visited the Baka and listened to what the monks had to say. They were 

intrigued but didnôt have the time to stay and let the word of God soak in. Leaving five 

monks behind with the Baka, the monks formed the settlement of St. Peter and the 

primitive but standing St. Peter Abbey. St. Peter became the first real European 

settlement in sub-Saharan Africa.  

 

While the monks did their work with the Baka, St. Charles and the rest of the monks 

made their way to the mouth of the Kongo River. 
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Chapter 4 
Katholicism on the Kongo 

 
After the frustrations with the Baka, Charles and the remaining monks sailed south in 
search for the settlements of the Kongo peoples. Their search came to a conclusion 
after nearly two weeks when they reached the mouth of the massive Kongo River and 
encountered settlements along the river banks. 
 
This time the language barrier was not an issue as the monks had brought a Baka guide 
along with them, John Koozime. Koozime was one of the few Baka who had converted 
to Catholicism and was fluent in the languages of the Kongo. Compelled by his new 
faith, a possible place in history, a desire to see the world, and pressed on by Charles 
he became the monks guide.  
 
Without the awkward phase of the language barrier, the monks were able to adapt 
much more readily to Kongo society than with the Akan or Baka. Knowledge of Kongo 
customs learned from the Baka and the Kongo traders also gave the monks an edge. 
Because of these factors and the experiences from before the monks finally had the 
success they were looking for. Many Kongo converted initially and several had 
considerable zeal to go with their conversion. Before long, Charles was able to arrange 
with the chiefs of the Kongo tribes the building of an organized settlement around a new 
abbey.  
 
It was in this way that in mid-1166 the settlement of St. Victor was created around the 
original wooden framework of St. Victorôs Abbey (named for Pope Saint Victor I, the first 
African pope). It was around the construction of St. Victorôs Abbey that Charles came to 
meet a prominent chief, Nwene Mbata.  
 
Historians question whether Mbata was truly religious or if he was motivated to befriend 
the Europeans for technological and political gain. Regardless, Mbata quickly 
converted, becoming the first chief to take up the new religion. Mbataôs conversion 
compelled many Kongo to convert as well and by 1167 the tribe could largely be 
considered the first real Christian peoples of sub-Saharan Africa not located in Ethiopia.  
 
Mbataôs conversion did more than bring many Africans to Christianity; it solidified his 
friendship with Charles. We do know that Mbata was an enthusiastic scholar and 
cunning politician. Charles and him talked for hours about the history of Europe and the 
church, the political structures of the nations there. They even delved into economics, 
trade, and occasionally even weaponry.  
 
In 1168 Mbata began encouraging the construction of crude European style weapons. 
The crossbow entered the Kongoôs arsenal around this time and writings from one of 
the monks depicts a crude catapult, though this was probably simply for show rather 
than for practicality. As Mbataôs power grew, so did his influence over the Kongo 
people. Mbata was successful in uniting several of the Kongo tribes under his rule and 
even struck deals with some lesser chiefs allowing them some autonomy in exchange 



 

Page | 27  
 

for his supremacy in the first glimpses of Kongoese feudalism.  
 
By 1169 it was clearly obvious that Mbata was using Catholicism as an excuse for 
expansion of his power. Charles and the monks certainly knew this but turned the other 
way. Besides they had come to bring Catholicism to Africa, something Mbata was 
spreading. The church was thriving under his rule, St. Victorôs Abbey had been rebuilt in 
stone and several other abbeys and churches had been erected as well. Even the rough 
communications with St. Peterôs Abbey amongst the Baka showed that the Baka were 
converting more rapidly as the stories of Kongo power increased. Though the Baka 
were still far behind the rapid progress being shown in the lands of the Kongo. 

 
Picture of St. Peter's Cathedral, 1879 

 
The way Mbata spread his power and influence over the other Kongo tribes is an 
amazing political strategy still studied to this day. Mbata became a champion of this new 
faith and began pushing Catholicism as the religion of the future and the foundation for 
progress and social climbing. As the de facto secular leader of the religion (Charles was 
still very much in command of the spiritual leadership), Mbata began to create a new 
stratification in Kongo society that polarized families and villages. Many older Kongo 
refused to convert so easily but many younger Kongo people, and the most skilled 
warriors and shrewd leaders, flocked to the religion and the opportunity it presented to 
climb societyôs ladder very fast and very soon. When necessary Mbata would use his 
newfound leadership and leverage to promote allies and bring them closer, or ostracize 
enemies from society and overcome the obstacles they imposed; oftentimes without 
bloodshed. Whenever Mbata and his movement encounter trouble from a prominent 
family or counter movement questioning his motives and leadership, and bloodless 
political maneuvering didnôt work, he always had the benefit of his skilled warrior class 
equipped with better technology and tactics. Granted those weapons and tactics would 
have led Mbata to a slaughter on a European battlefield they were so crude, but the 


